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PROCEEDINGS 

OF 

THE ROYAL GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY. 



SESSION 1864-5. 

Eleventh Meeting, 24th April, 1866. 

Sir EODEEICK I. MUECHISON, k.c.b., President, in the Chair. 

Presentations. — Samuel Perkes, Esq., and Rev. M. Macfie. 

Elections. — Damd Carnegie, Esq. ; George A. Everitl, Esq, ; Hamilton 
Field, Esq. ; Charles H. Harvey, Esq., M.D. ; James M'Euan, Esq. ; 
William R. Masarvon, Esq. ; Robert C. Nichols, Esq. ; J. B, Payne, Esq. ; 
John R. Robinson, Esq. ; Charles A. Thurburn, Esq. ; Eduard Whymper, 
Esq. 

Accessions to the Library. — ' The Life of William Scoresby, m.a.' 
By E. E. S. Jackson, Esq., m.d. Presented by the Anthor. ' Out- 
lines of the Geology of the British Isles, to accompany the Geolo- 
gical Map.' By Archibald Geikie, Esq., f.g.s., &c. Presented by 
Keith Johnston, Esq. Continuations of Journals, Transactions, &c. 

Accessions to the Map-room. — A Manuscript Tracing, by Dr, 
E, K. Kane, of Smith's Sound. Presented by Sir E. I. Murchison, 
K.C.B. Geological Map of Ihe British Isles. By A. Geikie, Esq., 
f.r.s.e. ; constructed by W. and A. K. Johnston. Map of Australia; 
constructed and presented by W. and A. K. Johnston. A Map 
showing the Explorations of C. C. Hunt in "Western Australia, from 
York to Lake Lefroy, 1864. Presented by Captain Eae, r.n , 
Surveyor-General of Western Australia. Ordnance Maps : Parishes, 
on 139 Sheets. 

The Peesibent announced that the Council had received a communication 
from Sir Henry Eawlinson, upon the subject of an expedition into Arabia, 
which it was thought desiraljle should be at once laid before the Society. Last 
year Mr. Palgrave astonished them by an account of his remarkable travels 
through the heart of this region, which no European had visited in recent 
times. The only thing that was wanting in Mr. Palgrave's instrnctive account 
of the country was accurate details of the geography, natural history, and 
geology of the region, which could not be attempted by that accomplished 
gentleman. He had now the satisfaction to inform the Society that this de- 
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sideratum was likely soon to be supplied, for Colonel Pelly, Her Majesty's 
political Resident in the Persian Gulf, had resolved to make a scientific explo- 
ration into the country where Mr. Palgrave had been, taking with him scientific 
men and instruments suiBcient to make the requisite observations, astronomical 
and otherwise, to fix positions. The purport of Colonel Pelly's letter was to 
the effect that having heard from the ' Proceedings ' of the Eoyal Geographical 
Society issued in April, 1864, that it was a desideratum to determine with 
scientific accuracy the positions of the Wahabite capital, and some other points 
of interest in the interior, he had determined, notwithstanding the accounts of 
the difficulties and dangers of such a journey, to lead at once a party of com- 
petent officers and men of science into the country. He was unwilling that it 
should be supposed insuperable difficulties existed in the way of penetrating 
any Asiatic territory adjacent to his jurisdiction, for it had been his habit to 
consider that an English officer could go anywhere when his duty required it. 
Accordinglj- he announced to his Government that he was then on his march 
(February 14). His plan was to land at Kowait, and from that point to 
proceed to the capital, returning to the Persian Gulf by another route. The 
party consisted, besides himself, of Lieutenant Dawes (who carried with him 
all the necessary instruments), and Dr. Cdvill, as botanist and mineralogist. 

Sir Hbnby Kawlinson said in an expedition of this sort success depended 
mainly upon the qualifications of the officer who undertook it. Under proj^ier 
auspices it was certain to produce great results ; under an incompetent chief it 
would lead to failure. Colonel Pelly in his letter spoke in a confident tone, 
but he had full authority to speak with confidence. He had already given 
proof of his qualifications by performing one of the most adventurous journeys 
ever undertaken by an European officer. It was a journey of which very 
little was known ; but it really deserved to be noticed, because it redounded 
greatly to the credit of Colonel Pelly, and showed what could be done by a 
man of tact, conciliatory address and courage, in passing through countries in 
his own character as a British officer. In the year 1861 Colonel Pelly, in his 
uniform as a British officer, rode by way of Herat, Candahar, and Sinde, 
from Teheran to Calcutta, being the only officer who had ever passed by 
that route since the period of the Affghan war. He thought that was a 
sufficient example of what Colonel Pelly could accomplish, and of what we might 
anticipate from the expedition in which he was now engaged. It was also satis- 
factory to geographei-s to find that the ' Proceedings ' of this Society had had the 
effect of stimulating our officei-s abroad to new enterprises of this nature. The 
good such enterprises did was twofold ; in the first place they furthered the 
political interests of the British Government, and in the second place contributed 
to the advancement of geographical science. He believed that in the present 
instance of Colonel Pelly's advance into Arabia, the interests of geography had 
been more considered than political objects. We must wait a few months to 
see what the result would be. Mr. Palgrave, whose travels had thrown our 
first ray of light upon the interior of Arabia, was but a single traveller, and 
could only report the results of his personal experience. He had not the 
advantage of possessing astronomical instruments, nor had he any acquaintance 
with geology, or with the flora and fauna of the country. It was to be 
hoped that these deficiencies would be supplemented by Colonel Pelly's quali- 
fications and the qualifications of the officers who would accompany him. 

The first Paper was — 

1. On the Bayanos Biver, Isthmus of Panama. By Laurence Oliphant, 

Secretary e.g.s. 
This was a short narrative of a journey which the writer had made 
from Panama to the Cbepo or Bayanos River, which enters the 



